
There are many things going on in our world that can and should cause us to be angry.  They are 
too numerous to list but you know most of them.  As people who claim the way of love and 

forgiveness, how do we find ways to represent that in a world with such anger and division?   
Anger is one way to respond and it is certainly understandable and permissible.  I was angry for a 

long time and all it did was make me more miserable and probably those around me also if the 
truth be told.   So what is one to do? How are we to turn that anger into something that represents 

the God that I believe loves the world?   How do we make the world better while also making 
ourselves better?  I have something that I believe can help.       

I entered the world of work with a very hard and narrow view of Caucasians.  However, my 
coworkers along with a voice commanding me to love all people shattered that view, and 

ultimately left me with a yearning to share what I now believe: that we need to hear and honor 
each other’s experiences. Even though the discovery of my bias began with race, I have since 

discovered that I struggle with honoring the experience of others in many areas of my life. I have 
often pondered the need to share this message.  

After the deluge of name calling during the recent election, I believe that we need more than ever 
to learn to hear and honor each other.  So to assist in that process, I have developed an eight-week 

course to share impediments to hearing and honoring each other’s experience as well as tools 
required to accomplish this task.    

When we travel to unfamiliar territory, we prepare for where we are going.  We check the weather 
and make sure our passport is up-to-date. If it is our first encounter, we brush up on traditions 

and culture to ensure we behave properly (within reason) as defined by that culture. Finally, if the 
language is different we take extra care to ensure that we can understand them and they can 

understand us.  

Yet we seem to wander into our most vital relationships and daily conversations (either in person 
or on social media) armed with very passionate, well-intentioned opinions, and without any 

thought of the recipient’s experiences, or their understanding of ours.    

The goal of this class is to prepare us better, and we’ll seek to accomplish that by providing 
necessary information, then engaging in small and large group activities that will enhance our 

sensitivity to barriers that hinder effective and respectful communication.  

I promise no easy answers or quick fixes!  But I do promise that we will listen to each other and 
seek to rediscover and remember God’s love and hope for us all.   And even if you can’t make the 

class, I will pray that- as Jesus prayed for us all- you have “ears to hear and eyes to see” how much 
love and grace surrounds us always. 

 

Glad to serve alongside you, 

Pastor Fannie Ashley 
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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



"Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 

heart to the Lord." ~Ephesians 5:19 

 

I love music—almost all music—but the music I love 

most comes straight from the soul. It has to be "felt" as 

much as sung in order to sing it correctly. That's what 

spirituals are like. Music that came from the hearts of 

slaves reflects the raw reality of their lives. These songs 

have rhythm that mimics the movements of the labor 

the slaves undertook, they speak of promise and hope 

and freedom—of a promised land beyond the harsh 

reality of their existence. In spite of circumstances that 

could easily render one to be hopeless, the music drips, 

surges, and even screams of hope. Slaves used music as 

outward prayer, in fact the times it was sung most 

often were prayer meetings, so spirituals have a call-

and-response format. Slaves used music to worship 

with their whole being and to transport themselves 

from where they were to a place, in their minds, that 

was tranquil, peaceful, love-filled.  

 

In honor of Black History Month, we'll be singing a 

number of spirituals during the month of February.  

 

As we approach the season of Lent, I invite you to share 

your ideas for beautifying the sanctuary and making it 

a more warm and welcoming space. Initially, we will 

look for ways to enhance the space for Lent and Easter, 

but eventually we'd like to transform the space in more 

permanent ways, as well. So if you have ideas, I'd love 

for you to share them.  

 

Your worship experience should touch all of your 

senses, transforming your spirit and transporting you 

to new places. What you see, feel, hear, and taste 

contribute to that experience. Let us know if you have 

ideas for making your worship more memorable.  

 

May God's love and presence be reflected in all we do. 

 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music and Worship Director 

 

February 1st  

 

 

Pork Chop, Scalloped Potato Casserole, 

Cooked Carrots, Garden Salad,  

and Chocolate Layer Dessert. 

February 8th  

 

 

 

Beef Cutlets, Mashed Potatoes and gravy, 

Green Beans, Garden Salad,  Cake,  

and Ice Cream. 

February 15th  

 

 

 

Lasagna, Garden Salad, Garlic Bread, 

Chocolate Chip Cookies, and Ice Cream.  

February 22nd   

 

 

 

Chicken Stir Fry, Rice, Egg Roll, Garden Salad, 

and Ice Cream. 

 

Catered by Dave Wheatcroft 

Please Sign up at the Information Desk  

or call the office.  

Week of Compassion is our denomination’s disaster 

relief, refugee and development ministry, helping fund 

efforts of mercy and transformation throughout the 

world. We’ll take up a special offering for this, among 

our most important ministries, on February 19th and 

26th. Thank you for  your  generosity…and 

compassion! 



“Men Following Jesus” 

When: March 17-18, 2017 

Where: YMCA-Hargis Retreat,  

Chelsea, Alabama  

Cost: $80/person  

 ($70 if received before March 3) 

Guest Leader:  

Rev. Clint Coffey  

 

More information and registration forms at the 

Information Desk.  

It is almost that time again for us to host Family Promise, a 

ministry for homeless families who are in transition and 

trying to get back on their feet. FCC partners with several 

other churches in Montgomery, and twice a year we offer 

our facility to be "home" to these families for one week.  

 Our week is coming up: March 26 through April 1.   

 It takes lots of planning and many volunteers to 

handle this ministry and we need your help!  Most of you 

are already familiar with the program, but if you are not 

and would like to learn more please feel free to call me 

at 334-220-9060 or email me 

at kcolson9601@gmail.com.  I will also be happy to offer a 

quick training session (no more than 30 minutes) if needed 

prior to this week.  I can meet with you as a group or 

individually as needed.  The following volunteer 

opportunities are available:  

Dinner Hosts each night: deliver  a m eal for  the 

families to the church by 6:00 p.m. each day.  You do not 

have to stay with them unless you would like to.   It is 

helpful for a couple of people to work together on the 

dinner so that it is not so much on one person or family.  

Evening Host: Be at the church from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. Sunday through Friday and from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. on Saturday. The families may need help with their 

children (homework, entertaining, etc.).  If not, you may 

visit with them or you can just bring a book and enjoy some 

quiet time.   

Overnight Host: Simply stay overnight at the 

church.  Come to church by 8:30 p.m. and leave at 7:00 

a.m. during the week. Arrive at 9:00 p.m. on Saturday and 

leave at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.  The families leave first thing 

in the morning for work, school and/or the Family Promise 

day center.  Bring your pillow and blankets.  We have a 

single bed at the church or a blow up mattress if preferred. 

Set up on Sunday, March 26 follow ing 10:00 a.m .  

worship service. 

Take down on Sunday, April 1 at 8:00a.m . (have 

the children's Sunday school area ready for Sunday school 

at 9:00 a.m.). 

Help washing linens when the week is over. (You will take 

them home after church on Sunday, April 1) 

Help with unlocking the church by 5:30 p.m. each day 

(only need someone for Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday at 5:00 p.m.). 

Thanks so much for considering how you might be able to 

help.  A sign-up sheet is already posted on the board at the 

information desk or feel free to call me or send me an email 

and I will get you signed up. 

 

Kelly Colson  

Everyone is welcome!! 

When: Friday, February 10, 2017  

7:30 p.m. 

Where: First Christian Church, 
Birmingham  

Cost: There is no cost to attend this 
worship service. An offering will be taken to defray 

costs. A nursery will be provided.  

“Passion and Mission” 

When: Saturday, February 11, 2017  

9:00 a.m. (Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.)-2:30 

p.m. 

Where: First Christian Church, 

Birmingham  

Cost: $25/person or $200/congregation  

More information and registration forms at the 

Information Desk.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

I want to take the approaching Valentine’s Day to thank all of you for the many acts of friendship during 

my ongoing illness. Valentine’s Day, as you know, started as a Pagan ritual but has been changed over time 

to embody friendship, love, chocolates, and flowers. I am thankful for that change in emphasis, aren’t you? 

The many phone calls, visits, emails, and other manifestations of friendship mean everything to one facing 

the unknown, and I am grateful for them.  I do want to assure you that my mind and spirits are high and I 

rely on your prayers to supplement professional medical care I receive. Family support has been 

phenomenal, along with the communion visits by our Elder and Pastoral visits by Shane; so you see I am 

being spoiled in a caring and Christian way.  I look forward to worshiping with you soon, renewing old 

friendships and meeting new members. 

 I wish you the very best. Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Jim Landreth  


